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Special Note to Faculty 
I wrote the Back Porch Guide to the Research Paper with 
two student audiences in mind.   

First, the workbook could be used as the primary text in a 
second semester composition class where students are 
being taught how to write a research paper.  In addition 
to cost, the advantage of The Back Porch Guide to the 
Research Paper over other textbooks currently available 
is that it will not overwhelm students.  Basic information 
is presented in a clear fashion. 

The second audience is students who have to write a 
research paper to fulfill your course assignments; a course where you are unable to devote 
much class time to teaching research writing fundamentals.  You can ask students to work 
through the workbook as they are writing their papers.  By asking students to complete 
selected worksheets throughout the semester, you will provide them with valuable direction 
while helping insure higher quality papers than students typically produce when we simply 
tell them to write a paper. 

Creative Commons License  

One of the key features of the Back Porch Guide to the Research Paper is that it has been 
released under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Attribution 3.0 License.  
This means that you can legally make changes to the workbook—without my prior 
approval—before distributing it to your students. The details of this Creative Commons 
license can be found at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/us/.   

Please note that the Creative Commons license only applies to the workbook itself; not to 
the on-line materials that support the workbook.  In the past, I have given permission to 
colleagues to copy selected portions of my website into BlackBoard, their own web site, and 
so forth.  However, you do need my permission to do this.  To date, whenever I have given 
such permission, I have only asked author credit; never a fee. 

Share and Share Alike 

I hope that by freely sharing my teaching materials with you, that you will be inspired to 
share your teaching materials with others.   
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Comments and Suggestions 

Comments and suggestions for improvement are always welcomed.  Also, if you would like 
me to add resources to my on-line materials, please send me the link.  I will add the link to 
my website and give you credit for making the suggestion. 

Special Request 

Even though you are under no legal obligation to do so, I would appreciate it if you would let 
me know how you are using the resource guide. 

Additional Resources 

In addition to The Back Porch Guide to the Research Paper, I have a variety of other teaching 
materials available on my Writing Resources website. 

• http://writing.stevenlberg.info/  

 

Steven L. Berg, PhD 

Associate Professor of English and History 
Schoolcraft College 
steve@stevenlberg.info 
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